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Learning Resources in the Learning Path: Maha Sarakham DNA

No.

Title

Picture

Message

Maha Sarakham City
Museum: unigqueness
of the urban and rural

way of life

Phra Charoen
Ratchadej (Kwad): the
first governor of
Muang Maha

Sarakham

Maha Sarakham Museum displays the unique way of life of
Maha Sarakham people that represents a combination of
the way of the urban community and the way of the rural
community. Consequently, it creates a way of life that is
"unique" for the people of Maha Sarakham who live in
peace and simplicity along with building strength in social

and cultural aspects.

On August 22, 1865, King Rama IV graciously ordered Ban
Lat Kut Yang Yai or Nang Yai to be Muang Maha Sarakham
City by appointing Thao Mahachai as Phra Charoen
Ratchadej, the governor of the city, who protected the city
of Muang Maha Sarakham under the governane of Muang

Roi Et.

Installation point




10

No.

Title

Picture

Message

Installation point

City pillar shine:
a sacred object when
the city was first

founded

Clock tower:
a landmark of Muang

Maha Sarakham

(Source : Charles F. & Keyes

(Source : Charles F. & Keyes

and Jane E. Keyes)

When the city was first established, Thao Mahachai (Kwad)
chose the hilly area around Lak Muang Maha Sarakham
School as the location of the city with the idea to expand
the city to reach the water source, Huai Ka Khang, to the
west and Kut Nang Yai and Nong Krathum to the west.
Therefore, the City Pillar Shrine was established and the
City Pillar Mahesak was brought to be enshrined as a
sacred object of the city. Later, it was found that the area
was an upland area with a water shortage. Therefore, the
center of the city was moved and the governor's house

was built on the edge of Nong Krathum.

and Jane E. Keyes)

The clock tower is located in the center of the city which
is at the intersection of two main roads, Chaeng Sanit Road
and Nakhon Sawan Road. Designed by Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Songkun Atthakorn, a Maha Sarakham architect, it is a
landmark of Muang Maha Sarakham when traveling from

nearby provinces, and it came into use in 1958.
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No.

Title

Picture

Message

Installation point

Curved building:
a market in 1957

(Source : Mr. Kittisak Kanasawat)

Built in 1962, the curved building was considered a
modern commercial building during that period. On the
top of the building was the Thai Prakong Hotel and below
were government offices, a sanatorium, a bus terminal,
and a pawn shop. It was surrounded by a fresh market
called Talad Rao (moved from Charoen market in the
1930s by Mr. Huat Thongroj, the mayor. Currently, the
curved building is a shop among other surrounding shops

located in the Maha Sarakham Market.

Nakhon Sawan Road:

the main road of
Muang Maha

Sarakahm

(Source : Maha Sarakham City

Museum)

Nakhon Sawan Road is the main road starting at Maha
Sarakham University (original location) that cuts through
the center of Muang Maha Sarakham to the area of Ban
Song Nang Yai.

The road was named in honor of His Royal Highness Prince
Boribhat = Sukhumbhand Krom Phra Nakhon Sawan
Woraphinit, the son of King Chulalongkorn the Great (Rama
V), when he travelled by helicopter from Nakhon
Ratchasima Province to Maha Sarakham Province (currently
the area of Sutthawet Hospital, Maha Sarakham University)
and traveled by royal car along this road to the Provincial

Hall and proceeded to Roi Et Province.




12

No.

Title

Picture

Maha Sarakham
Provincial People's

Association

Chinese people:
economic foundation
of Muang Maha

Sarakham

Message

Mahachai Temple:
a royal monastery

and a city temple

(Source : Wat Mahachai

Facebook)

The Maha Sarakham Provincial People Association is a
gathering of Thai-Chinese people to continue the traditions
and culture of their Chinese ancestors as well as being a
public charity organization to help the people. Within the
association, there is an exhibition of Chinese people with
regard to an economic foundation of Muang Maha
Sarakham. Moreover, each year there will be a tradition of
worshiping the gods and performing opera, which is an

important annual event of Muang Maha Sarakham.

n the city was first established, Phra Charoen Ratchadet
d) established “Wat Nuea” (North Temple) as the city
ble and invited Phraya Khru Suwandi Sinsangwon from Roi
= be the abbot. Later the name was changed to Wat
chai (Mahachai Temple). Mahachai Temple received the
| boundary of the monks on August 22, 1930. Later, it was
established as a royal monastery of the third-class royal
temple of the ordinary type on February 23, 1984. There is the
Northeastern Local Culture Museum of Mahachai Temple, the
Palmistry Museum, Phra Ariyanuwat, Khemjarinusorn and a
source of learning about history, culture, and literature inside

the temple.

Installation point
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Picture

Message

Installation point

(Source : Maha Sarakham City

Museum)

No. Title

8 The first governor’s
house as an early
government center

9 Pho Si community

shredded rice grain: a
famous of Maha

Sarakham

After setting up temporary houses around the City Pillar
Shrine for about six months and encountering a water
shortage, Thao Mahachai (Kwad) moved the center of the
city to be located near water sources, namely Nong
Krathum, Kut Yang, and Huai Kha Khang. The governor's
house was built as a place of residence and a government
office with a police station and a prison nearby, and the

townspeople set up their houses around it.

The Pho Si community has continued the traditional
wisdom of making Khao Mao (shredded rice grain), which is
by soaking sticky rice grain, roasting it in a clay pot, and
pounding it with a mortar that gives a unique taste and
smell. It is a product that has generated income for the
community for a long period of time. Currently, the
production process has been developed to be
standardized but still maintains its unique flavor and
aroma together with processing a variety of products and
creating marketing channels to generate sustainable

income and careers for people in the community.

Aug SML yuwulnges
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Title Picture Message Installation point

T 2 =

% 'ﬁ‘} »>

Mud building
Si Kak Market: an

When the Chinese settled in, they built mud buildings as

gz places to trade and exchange goods. It was a single-storey
early commercial area i shophouse with 4-5 continuous rooms. The floor was
compacted dirt or covered with bricks. The walls were
made of raw clay. Inside was a mezzanine (lao teng) that
was used to store products. The front was open, using a
removable door or a hinged door. Around 1904, the
intersection of Charoen Ratchadet Road and Nakhon
Sawan Road was called "Si Kak Market." The clay buildings
of Chinese people lined up on both sides of the road until
the area in front of Wat Pho Si. It was the first commercial

area of Muang Maha Sarakham with products, such as

soap, thread and needles, pickled fruits and vegetables,

salted mackerel, kerosene, matches, pencils, torch, hoes

(Source : Maha Sarakahm

City Museum) and shovels, pitch for waterproofing, dyeing colors

(especially from khe tree) and siyayon (copper sulfate). It

was a place to buy agricultural products and forest

products from villagers.
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No.

Title

11

Uthaithit Temple:

a place to worship
relics of Phra Charoen
Ratchadet (Kwad), the
1st governor of Maha

Sarakham

(Source : Maha Sarakahm City

12

Puttha Wanaram
Temple (Wat Pa Wang
Nam Yen Temple) as
the “Unseen New

Chapters”

(Source : Wat Pa Wang Na

Picture

Museum)

Maha Sarakham Facebook)

Message

After the construction of Wat Nuea (Wat Mahachai) as the
city temple, Thao Mahachai (Kwad), the first governor, had
renovated Wat Tai (Uthaithit Temple) for the people of the
city to preserve Buddhism. Later, Phra Charoen Ratchadej
(Oun), the third governor, came to patronize the temple
and invited Phrakru Yogi Uthaithit from Roi Et Province to
come and teach Thai language as well as Moolakajjai (Pali
Grammar Book) until there were a large number of people
coming to study. Later, a pagoda containing the relics of
Thao Mahachai (Kwad) and his wife Mae Sri Sumal was

built for children and grandchildren to worship.

m Yen

Phutthawanaram Temple (Wat Pa Wang Nam Yen) was built in
2006 by Phra Ajahn Suriyan Kosapanyo, a student of Luang Pu
Khamphan Kosapanyo, a revered monk of the Isan people. At
present, this temple has become the main tourist attraction of
Maha Sarakham. Phra Achan Suriyan Kosapanyo has preserved
and developed this temple to be stunningly beautiful with the
art of woodwork that is hard to find. The main highlight is the
Hopea odorata wooden ordination hall, which is regarded as
the largest wooden ordination hall in the world and was

selected as Unseen New Chapters in 2023.

Installation point



https://dict.longdo.com/search/Hopea%20odorata
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No. Title Picture Message
13 | Phra Buddha Discovered at the ancient community Kantharawichai
Kantharawichai District Maha  Sarakham  Province, Phra Buddha
Abhisamai Kantharawichai Abhisamai Thammanayok was built from
Thammanayok: a the prototype of a Dvaravati period clay amulet to be a
worthy Buddha statue spiritual anchor for Buddhists. On the occasion of the
of the city 200th anniversary of Rattanakosin, it was enshrined at
Ho Phra (a place where images of Budda are kept) which is
located in Maha Sarakham University. On April 20, 1981,
His Majesty King Rama IX performed the gold pouring
ceremony, and on November 17, 1981, Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn came to preside over the
royal coronation ceremony.
14 | The Research Institute The Research Institute of Northeastern Art and Culture

of Northeastern Arts
and Culture,
Mahasarakham
University: a granary
of wisdom and
sustainable social

development

Maha Sarakham University was established in 1986 as a
center for research for arts and culture in the Northeast
which is linked to the body of knowledge of national and
international levels. Within the institute, there are learning
resources for the arts of local artists, woven fabrics of the
Mekong Subregion, ancient documents, Isan music, and an

information center on Isan arts and culture.

Installation point




